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AFNUAL  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  health 

FOR  THE  YEAR 
1941. 


FUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.  . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


E.J.  O’KEEFFE,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S., 

>  L.R.C.P.,  D.PoH. 


Sanitary  Inspector  E.M.  THOMAS,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R»San*I»» 

Meat  cc  Foods  Certificate, 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  holds  the  appointments  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  Swanage  Urban  District  Council,  Wareham  and 
Purbeck  Rural  District  Council,  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  Tlorset 
County  Council. 


Public  Health  Office, 

12a*  Institute  Road. 
Swanage • 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Ware ham* 


Your  Worship,  Miss  Plowman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Wareham  for  the  year  1941* 

The  report  is  limited  to  essential  statistics,  alterations  and  developments 
during  the  year* 

The  health  of  the  district  remained  satisfactory,  although  the 
notification  rates  for  diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles 

and  Pneumonia  wore  higher  than  those  of  the  year  1940  and,  with  the 
exception  of  Whooping  Cough,  higher  than  tho  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  1941*  There  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  disease o 

Satisfactory  progress  was  made  under  the  Council’s  Scheme  for 
immunising  children  against  Diphtheria*  At  tho  ond  of  the  year  43.75$ 
of  the  child,  population  undor  5  yoars  of  age  and  50.00$  of  tho  child 
population  5  to  15  years  of  ago  wore  immunised.  Few  parents  object  to 
'immunisation  of  their  children  and  tho  coming  year  should  show  a  marked 
increase  in  the  percentage  of  the  child  population  immunised* 

Scabios  and  verminous  conditions  increased  during  tho  year  due  to 
war  conditions.  Arrangomonts  have  been  made  for  tho  troatmont  of  thoso 
conditions  at  tho  First  Aid  Post  Masonic  Hall  in  cases  xvhero  home 
conditions  aro  unsuitable.  Where  necessary  cases  occurring  amongst 
ovaouoos  aro  admittod  to  a  Sick  Bay  for  treatment. 

Chomical  analysis  has  shown  that  tho  towns  water  supply  has  been 
groatly  improved  in  quality  by  the  installation  of  tho  now  treatment 
plant. 

Mr.  E.M.  Thomas  was  appointed  as  your  first  full-time  Sanitary 

Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  succeed  Mr.  Bridlo  who  for  many  years  had  boon 
Sanitary  Inspoctor  part-tino.  Mr.  Thomas  comnoncod  duties  on  the  1st 
October* 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  yoursolves  for  your  consideration 
during  tho  yoar,  and  also  to  Mr.  Bridle  and  Mr.  Thomas  for  their  co¬ 
operation  and  tho  efficient  manner  ir  which  the  dutios  of  Sanitary  Inspector 
have  boon  carried  out. 


I  have  tho  honour  to  romain. 

Your  Worship,  Miss  Plowman  and  Gentlemen,, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.J.  O’KEEFFE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hoalth 


STATISTICS  .,!?:■  SQCIiJ,  CONDITIONS  op-  THE  ARE  a. 


Area.  71A  Acros, 

Population.  Rogistrur-Gonaral's  estimate  of 

(a)  Rosidont  Population,  V  1941  . .  ' 

(b)  Avorago  Population  appropriate  to  )  2,638 

tho  calculation  of  death  rate  . . . „ ,  ) 


Hunter  of  inhabitod  housos  (ond  of  1D41)  according  to  tho  rato 

book  . . . . . . . . 

Ratoablo  valuo  . . . . . . . . . 

Sun  roprosontod  by  a  penny  rato  . . . 


G96 
£14,597 
£6^ -14 -10 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  '"'F  THE  YEAR, 


Livo  Births  )  Logitinato 

)  Illogitinato 

< 

Still  Births  )  Logitinato 

)  Illogitinato 

deaths 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

)  Birth  rato  por  1,0™ 

42 

21 

21 

■ 

6 

3 

3 

)  ostimated  resident 
)  population  . 

18.19 

2 

- 

2 

)  Rato  per  1,™^  (livo 

'•  ** 

- 

)  and  still)  births.. 

40 . 00 

28 

15 

13 

)  Poath  rate  per  l,ono 
)  estimated  avorago 
)  population  ........ 

lOcC? 

calculation  of  infant  and  maternal  mortal! 

ty:- 

Total. 

II. 

F. 

48 

23 

25 

6 

3 

»? 

0 

Livo  Births  )  Logitinato 

)  I-1  legitimate 

Still  Births  )  Logitinato  2  «  2 

)  I.llogitinato  «  - 

Deaths  fron  puorporal  causes  (iloadings  29  and  30  of  tho  Registrar-Hone 

short  list):- 


ral’s 


Ho. 

Ho. 


'oaths .  Rato  por  1,00^  total 

( livo  and  still)  births. 


29. 

Puer : 

&  post-ahort:  sopsis... 

Nil 

Nil 

30. 

°thor 

Puerperal  causes  . 

Nil 

Hi  1 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Doaths  of  infants  undor  one  year  of  ago: - 


Total.  F. 
Logitinato  1  -  ~ 
Illogitinato  -  - 

Doath  rato  of  infants  ono  year  of  age:- 


All  infants  por  1,000  livo  births  . . . . . .  18<Gi 

Legitimate  infants  per  l,0oo  logitinato  livo  births  ....  20-85 

Illogitinato  infants  per  l.nrv'  illogitinato  live  births.  Nil 


Doaths  fron  Car.cor  ( all  agos  )  . . . .  3 

Boaths  fron  Moaslos  (all  ages)  . .  . . 

Doaths  fron  Yfhooping  Cough  (all  agos)  . 

'-oaths  fron  ^iarrhooa  (all  agos)  . . . 


- 

Birth, 

Heath 

,  Infant  and 

Maternal  Mortality  Ratos 

during  tho 

Year  1941. 

Births  per 
1,000 

•  Population 

Deaths  nil 
Causes  per 

1,000 

Population 

noaths 
ruder  1 

ar  of 
ago  per 
1,000 

Li  vo 
Births 

Deaths  from 

Piarrhoo a 

and  Enteritis 
under  2  years 

of  ago  per 
1,000  Live 

Maternal  Iiortaj.it;-  • 
rate  per  1,00 0 

total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births  ' 

Live  ' 
Births 

Still" 

Births 

Births 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Sepsis 

Others 

Totem 

England  and 

■  *  •  -  * 

;•  ; :  .  :* ... 

Wales  o 

14.2 

0.51 

12.9- 

59 

5.1 

0.48 

1.75 

O  O  *7 
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✓ 

Towns 

estimated 

ro si dent 

'•  V 

-  '  ■ 

population 

25,Oon  - 

••  . 

i  ' 

50,00e  at 

1931 

Census . 

-  16.4 

0.60 

13.0 

56 

4.6 

Nc 

t  avail 

Lablo 

WA  BEHAI! 

! 

i 

I 

> 

» 

1 

j- 

BOROUGH. 

j  18.19 

0.75 

10.61 

1 18.51 

Nil 

1  Nil 

Nil 

!  Nil 

1 

,  1  - 

There  were  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  during 
tho  year,  nor  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  would  appear  to 
have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  hoalth. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  IEALxii  SERVICES  FOR  THE  /EE A. 


Thero  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  Hoalth  Services  for  the  area. 


SANXTiiRY  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

* 

Water  Supply. 

The  work  of  installing  tho  new  treatment  plant  was  completed  during  the 
year.  Boforo  this  plant  was  installod  tho  water  contained  iron  in  quantities 
sufficient  to  bo  detected  by  the  pnlato  and  a  deposit  formed  on  standing*. 

Tho  reports  of  chemical  analysis  of  five  samples  during  the  year  show  that 
iron  was  absent  in  throe  samples  and  in  the  remaining  two  samples  tho  amount 
present  was  well  below  that  permissible  in  a  good  drinking  water.  The 
Analyst’s  general  report  states  that  it  is  "a  clear  bright  water  soft  in 
character,  neutral  in  reaction,  and  free  from-  any  deposit  on  standing". 

The  plant  provides  for  lime  treatment,  filtration  and  continuous 
chlorination*  Samples  are  taken  of  the  untreated  water,  treated  water,  from 
the  supply  rosorvoirs,  and  supply  taps,  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
regular  intervals.  In  only  one  instanco  was  13.  Coli  detected  in  a  sample, 
this  was  a  sample  of  raw  water  from  the  Nov;  Well  when  B«  Coli  1  per  100  ml- 
was  reported. 

Samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination: ~ 

Now  Wo  11*  Old  Well. 

Raw  Water  . » •  ...  ...  ...  11  S 

Treated  Water  . .  38 

ictal  Samples  o*.  ...  ...  ...  ..o  ...  0/ 


Somplos  for  Chomical  nnalysis:- 

Full  chonical  analysis  inc lading  metals 
r or  notals  only  . . «  « . .  « . «  « . . 
Total  •••  ■ • ■  , . .  9 •  ■  •  •  •  . . . 


2 

3 

5 


smriJiY  or  sasitary  itisrECTo *  *s  visits  ,ji t  iioticeg  served 

DURING  TKTTeIrT 


Gonor&l  Sanitation* 

» 

'.Vator  Supply  . . . . . . . . . 

"rainago  . . . . 

Stablos  and  Piggorios  . * . 

FtTfod  Tish  Shops  .*. . 

Faotorios  . . 

3akchouses  . . . . 

Publio  Convonicncos  . . . . . 

Rats  and  llico  . . . . . . 

Schools  . . . 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  . . 

Drains  Tested . . . . . . 

Cosspools  Cleansed  . . . 

Air-Raid  Shelters  . 


19 

58 

3 

24 

23 
12 

24 
5 
3 

36 

21 

9 

24 


Housing. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 


Number^  of  housGs  inspected  . . . .  86 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . . . . .  117 

Vominous  Premises. 

■  1  ■ 

llunbor  of  houses  inspoctod  .  3 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . . . .  12 

Action  undor  Statutory  Powers  during  tho  yoar.  v 


No  action  was  takon  under  the  IT  using  Act,  1936,  or  The  Public 
Foalth  Acts • 

lousing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Ovorcrowding. 

No  ovorcrowding  of  dwolling-houses .  wa§  discovered  during  tho  ye 
and  no  action  was  nccossary  under,  this-  part  of  tho  Housing  net. 

Remody  of  defects  during  the  yoar  without  Sorvioo  of  Fomul  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwol ling- houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 


of  informal  action  by  the  Local  joithority  or  thoir  Officers,..  20 

-  *  r 

Infectious  ^isoascs. 

Inquiries  in  eases  of  infectious  disease  . . .  19 

Visits  ro  disinfection  . . 19 

•  j  ...  - 

Moat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Visits  to  Moat  'istributing  Contro  . . . .  48 

Total  moat  inspection  visits  . . .  48 

Visits  to:- 

Butchors  . 96 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .  24 

Grooors  . 48 

Cewshods  . 36 

Dairies  and  Hilkshops  . . . . . . .  36 

Food  Froparing  Promises  . 48 

Restaurants  . . . . . . . . .  24 


Total  number  of  inspootions  . . . .  930 

e 

Ncticos  ^orvod. 

Number  of  informal  notioos  sorved . . . . . .  51 

oompliod  with . . .  51 

"  statutory  ”  served  .....' . . 


INSPECTION  AN?  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  -Supply* 

Tho  following  aro  particulars'  With  "regard  to  Cows  hods  and  Fairies;- 


Cowsheds  and  Fairies. 


Nunbor  of  Persons  on  Register  at  end  of  1941  . . 

11  "  Fairy  Fams  and  other  dairy  'premises  -on  Register  at 

end  of  1941  ..............  ^  . . . . . . . . 

Nunbor  of  .Fairy  Fams >  inspected  during  1941  . . . 

"  .  .  11  inspections  during' 1941  . . 

"  infernal  notices'  served'  . . . 

"  ”  notices  conpliod  wi  V  .  . . . . . . . 


5 

5 

3 

36 

G 

6- 


There  arc  no  milk'  shops1  in  the  Borough*  No  sOnples  of  nilk  wore 
taker,  during  tho  year'  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Thore  aro  no  nilk  pasteurising-  plants  in  the  Borough  and  no  graded 
nilks  are  produced* 


Moat  and  Food  Inspection. 


Nunbdr  of  slaughterhouses  . 3 

”  visits  tg  neat  shops  . . . . .  48 

"  ”  ”  "  places  whore  food  is  proparod . .  48 

"  "  preniscs  registered  for  tho  preparation  or 

nanufacturo  of  preserved  food  (Sect:  14  (l)(b).  Food  and  Frugs 

Act,  1938)  . 7 

Nunber  of  promises  registorod  for  tho  sale,  nanufacturo,  or 
storage  of  ice  croon.  (Sect:  14  (l)(a).  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1938)  . . 10 


Total  amount  of  rioat  condemned  during  tho  yoar  vms  136  lbs. 

All  neat  is  sont  into  tho  Borough  from  a  central  slaughterhouse 
outside  the  district.  Regular  visits  wore  made  to  tho  moat  distributing 
centre. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  'DISEASE.- 


The  following  are  particulars  of  casos  notified  during  the  yoar:- 


Disease 

Total  casos 

notified® 

Cases  adnittod 

to  hospital. 

Total 

deaths • 

Scarlet  -Fever. 

15 

.  15 

mm 

Diphtheria. 

9 

9 

mm 

Pneumonia. 

.  14 

- 

1 

Measles . 

103  ’ 

- 

mm 

Whooping  Cough. 

10 

M 

- 

Erysipelas « 

2 

mm 

- 

Notifioation  Rates  per  1,000  Civil  Population. 


Infectious  Disease 

England  &  Wales 

148  Smaller  Towns 

WAREHAM 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.09 

0.09 

0.00 

Corobro  Spinal  Fevor 

0.25 

0.20 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.47 

1.51 

5.68 

Whooping  Cough 

4.39 

4.50 

3.79 

Diphtheria 

1.25 

1.19 

3.41 

Erysipolas 

0.30 

0.27 

0.75 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

OcOO 

Measles 

10.33 

10.47 

39.04 

Pneumonia 

1.25 

1*04 

5.30 

The  notification  rates  for  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and 
Pneumonia  wore  higher  than  tho  corresponding  figuros  for  England  and 
Vales  a 

There  was  a  Measles  epidonic,  103  casos  being  notified.  Tho 
disoaso  was  of  a  nild  typo  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 


liir.c  cases  of  riphtho"ia  wore  notifiod  during  the  year;  of  thoso  sovor. 
wore  innate 3  of  tho  Public  assistance  Institution  and  two  wore  rosidont  in 
tho  3oroUi*h»  Ho  no  of  tho  eases  woro  in  persons  who  had  boon  innunisod 
against  r'iphthoria. 

Thoro  r’oro  no  doathr  foon  i’lfoctious  disoasos. 

Diphthorra  Irrmnisation. 


1?  Hunger  of  children  (including 

temporary  rosidonts)  who  conplotod 
tho  full  courso  of  immunisation  in 
tho  Authority’s  aroa  botwoon  1st 
January  and  31st  Doconbor,  1941  . .. 

11. 

(A)  Approximate  ostinatod  nunb  g  of 

ahil^ron  in  the  Authority’s  area  at 

31st  Doconbor,  1941  . 

(3)  Percentage  of  the  child  population 
shown  under  (a)  considered  ir  nisod 

at  31st  Pocenber,  1941  . 

(This  cstinato  includes,  so  far  as 
can  bo  assessed,  children  innunised 
in  tho  Authority’s  aroa  by  privato 
■  arrangement,  and  children  who  havo 
corao  into  tho  aroa  after  being 
innuni sod  els  ewhc  ro. ) 


Age  5  years 

Ago  undor  and  over,  but  Total 
5  yoars  |  under  15 

65 

261  326 

Undor  5 

Botwoen  5  &  15 

249 

991 

.$5t7§. ,% 

. WlW . % 

No  casos  n f  Diphtheria  occurrod  in  porsons  who  had  boon  innunisod. 


Tuborculosis . 


Ho  action  was  noccssary  during,  tho  year  under  See.  172  Public  Health 
Act,  1935,  or  under  Tho  Public  Iioalth  (Provontion  of  Tuborculosis) 

Regulations,  1925 o 


Particulars  of  now  casos  of-  Tuborculosis  and  of  all  deaths  during 

1941 :  - 


Age  Poriods 

Nov/  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulnonary 

Pulnonary 

Non- 

Pulnonary 

li. 

F. 

II. 

F. 

II. 

F. 

H. 

F . 

o' 

M  >  •  0 

too 

1 

- 

10 

1 

1 

15  ... 

20 

25 

1 

35  ... 

X 

45 

J. 

5o  0  •  • 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

Totals 

3 

** 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Both  porsons  who  died  fron  tuborculosis  had  previously  boen  notified 
as  suffering  fron  tho  disoaso. 


Cases  of  Tuborculosis  ronaining  on  tho  Rogistor  of  Notifications  on 
31st  Poconbcr,  1941:- 


Pit]  no  nary 

Non-Pu]monary 

Total 

Casos 

IIc.los  Fanalos 

Total 

Halos 

Fcnalos 

Total 

5  2 

;  7 

1 

1 

2 

9 

■  -  •*. . 


I 


